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According to National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the United States
has sustained 196 severe weather and climate disasters since 1980, with total
costs exceeding $1.1 TRILLION & an estimated 9,515 deaths.

Definitions of Resilience
“Resilience is the capacity of a social-ecological system to absorb or
withstand perturbations and other stressors such that the system remains
within the same regime, essentially maintaining its structure and
functions.”
—Resilience Alliance
•

•

“The capability of a community to anticipate risk, limit impact, and recover
rapidly through survival, adaptation, evolution, and growth in the face of
turbulent change.”
—White, Edwards, Farrar, Plodinec
“A Practical Approach to Building Resilience in America’s Communities”

What makes a community resilient?
Informed

Flexible and
Adaptable to New
Environments

Diverse and
Redundant
Resources

Administrative
Body Oversees
Resilience Building
Process

Informed
•

Strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities and threats to
community’s development goals
 How is current environment
preventing community from reaching
goals and becoming resilient?

•

Understanding of current ability to
plan and respond to long and shortterm disaster events

•

Inclusion of diverse group of
stakeholders in planning and
implementation processes.

Flexible and Adaptable to New
Environments
•

Plans need to be updated with time, and information received through
feedback loops offer insight to adapt plans for new and changing
circumstances.

•

Unintended consequences may result, which is important feedback to have
and use to adapt original plans.

•

We’re seeing an increase in the intensity and frequency of weather events,
and referring to plans from the past may not be effective for future events.
Reviewing information received through feedback loops can improve plans
for, and response to, future events.

Diverse and Redundant
Resources
•

Redundancy is harder to justify and may
seem less efficient in times of normalcy,
but will be valuable in times of disaster.
 Multiple staff throughout community with
similar training
 Multiple exit routes in case of disaster
event
 Several community meeting areas

•

Diversity in resources may be easier to
justify and implement
 Multiple modes of communication
(reverse-911, radio announcements, etc.)
 Diversified economy

Identified Administrative Body
to Oversee Efforts
•

Easy to overlook the necessity of resiliency in systems when distracted by
daily operational responsibilities. Having an administrative body oversee
this process can ensure that stronger systems are developed.

•

Disasters often occur across jurisdictional boundaries, which means
building resiliency into systems is best done at the regional level
 Regional Development Organizations
 Missouri’s State Recovery Framework

Resilience Building Tool Kit
•

Designed for use by Regional Community Leaders

•

Provides Step by Step Facilitation Guide for
Resilience Building Discussion

•

End goal: Provide local communities with the
knowledge and tools necessary to build resilience
into current and future systems.

